Bridgewater Park Primary School Geography Backbone

· Our curriculum allows pupils to develop an appreciation and understanding of the world, building a secure physiological and social understanding of the local community, developing and applying this to a wider range of regions, countries and continents of the world. This is reflected in our long term planning for geography.

· Our geography curriculum exposes pupils to both disciplinary and substantive knowledge and follows a progression document to ensure that pupils are prepared when they transition onto high school. 

· Our geography curriculum works on two cycles as a result of our mixed year groups. Pupils always start each year group with an entry unit called ‘My Geography’ to allow them to develop and understanding of where they are in the world and an opportunity to develop locational knowledge before moving onto more advanced units. 

· Our curriculum is planned in a way that it allows mixed year groups to still access the substantive and disciplinary knowledge specific to their age group. 


· Our curriculum allows pupils the opportunity to complete fieldwork through our geography curriculum. 

· We assess our pupils geographical understanding each and every lesson. We follow a metacognitive learning cycle which allows pupils to consistently revisit and build upon prior learning. We use knowledge organisers to assess understanding at the end of each unit. We also use pre- learning tasks to assess previously taught skills in order to ensure that there are no gaps in knowledge. 

· Our curriculum is focused around the development of subject specific vocabulary and allows pupils to develop a clear understanding of geographical language. We expose pupils to subject specific extracts during reading sessions to support the development of subject specific vocabulary. 

· Our curriculum allows pupils to experience geography in the real world through trips and visits to help develop curiosity and a love for the subject.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
