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	History  MTO  Mayans Year 6


	National Curriculum 
	A study of the Mayans achievements and their influence on the western world

	Sticky Knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge
	Concepts

	Key dates: 2000BC – 1519AD

The Mayan civilisation is one of the longest lasting civilisations and came into being around 2000BC. 

The Maya came from Central America (Mesoamerica).

Mayan cities came to ruin in the 16th century due to the arrival of the Spanish.

The Mayan temple was hugely significant and was the focal point of Mayan settlements.

Mayan Priests were hugely significant and often made rules and settled disputes.

The Maya believed in an Upper world, a middle world and an underworld.

The Mayans believed in many gods. One of their main gods was the god of Maize. 

Maize was an important crop to the Mayans.
 
The Mayan people discovered that cocoa could be used to make chocolate and cocoa beans were a very valuable crop which were used to trade for other goods.

The Maya invented their own system of writing called hieroglyphs and writing was recorded in codices.

The Maya invented their own number system.

The Maya invented a complex calendar system to track time.

Chichen Itza is an archaeological site in Yucatan. It was a Mayan city built in the 5th century. Chichen Itza ruins can be visited today.

In 1939, Frederick Catherwood embarked on an expedition to Central America, Chiapas and the Yucatán. He discovered and documented a vast number of forgotten and abandoned Mayan cities. 

He was a British artist and archaeologist who drew famous drawings of Mayan settlements in the 19th century.
	Chronological Understanding
I can place multiple historical events on a timeline, stating most dates accurately and giving details about key events. 

I can represent periods of history using accurate scaling, including overlapping periods of history where relevant.

Interpretation of historical concepts
I can explain the achievements and follies of societies.

I can describe and compare the nature of societies.


Historical Enquiry
I can draw meaning from historical artefacts and explain their historic significance in detail

I can identify primary and secondary sources and discuss their significance and validity.

	Chronology –
All of KS1 and KS2. 
Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greeks, Roman Britain, Vikings, Anglo Saxons, WW2
In this topic:
Children will build a timeline from begging of Mayan civilisation in 2000BC until 1519AD. Secure understanding of the Mayans as one of the longest lasting civilisations. 

Legacy –Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, the history of Liverpool, Roman history, Vikings, Anglo-Saxons
In this topic – Legacy of the Maya throughout history  

Religion and Church  - Ancient Egypt, Bronze Age to Iron Age, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Ancient Greeks 
In this topic: Mayan priests help high status in society. Belief in an upper, middle and underworld. Polytheism. 

Justice, Law and Democracy – Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, Romans, History of Liverpool, The Titanic
In this topic – Mayan priests made rules and settled disputes 

Conquest and invasion – Anglo-Saxons, Benin, History of Liverpool, Local area history, Romans, Vikings
WW2, Columbus (Travel and Exploration)
In this topic – Invasion of the Spanish  

Trade – Ancient Egypt, History of Liverpool and the Slave Trade, Benin, Vikings, Travel and Exploration, WW2
In this topic – Trading of cocoa and maize for other goods. 
 
Civlisation – Ancient Egypt, Benin, Stone Age, Bronze and Iron Age, Vikings, Roman Britain, Ancient Greece
In this topic – One of the longest civilisations, Mayan temple at the centre of settlements, development of calendar, number system, hieroglyphics, prominence of religion within society, importance of agriculture. 

	Trust ten Vocabulary and Definition

	ceremony – A formal, religious event performed often in public.
maize – A plant often grown in Central America which yields corn or sweetcorn. 
conquistador - The explorer-soldiers of the Spanish and Portuguese empires of the 15th and 16th centuries.
currency – A system of money used in a particular country. 
ritual - A ceremony where a series of actions are performed in a set order.
codices - Folding books written by the Maya civilization in hieroglyphic script on bark paper.
civilisation – a large group of people who share certain advanced ways of living
ruins - The remains of a structure after it has been severely damaged or left to decay.
hieroglyphs - a picture of an object representing a word or sound. Found in writing systems such as Ancient Egypt or the Mayans. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]trade - The action of buying and selling goods and services

	Trust Value links
	Collaboration – men, women, children, all ages all working together to do their part. Trade. 
Respect – respect towards the Mayan priests 
Aspiration – explorers going to discover ancient Mayan ruins. A desire to visit archaeological sites like Chichen Itza. Vast number of inventions during the Mayan civilisation e.g. hieroglyphics, calendar, number system 

	Knowledge links
	Geography – let’s go global – Geographical place knowledge 
Geography – Trade across the globe
Geography – Rainforest 
DT – food – healthy and varied diet and Structures
Science – nutrition – animals and humans
RE – polytheism 
Maths – Numbers and Time (calendars, tracking time)
Science – tracking time through shadows (Y3 Light and Shadow) 

	Linked Texts
	Middleworld - The Jaguar Stones JP Voelgel
The Curse of the Maya – Johnny Pearce
Harley James & the Mystery of the Mayan Kings By Leah Cupps
You Wouldn’t Want To be a Mayan Soothsayer By Rupert Matthews and David Antram
DK! Find Out Maya 




	


	Misconceptions

	Children may think:
Maya civilisation is only an ancient civilisation and doesn’t expand into the 16th Century.
The Maya were blood thirsty due to pupils’ knowledge of sacrifices.
No one knew about the Mayans until Catherwood discovered archaeological sites. 
The ancient Maya predicted that the world would end on 21 December 2012. The world did not end and so they were incorrect in their prediction.
Pyramids are just found in Egypt. 
Some may think Mayan pyramids were just built as tombs, like in Ancient Egypt. Although some Maya pyramids did house the dead, they were mainly built as a staging post for ceremonies to be carried out on top of. 
Children may think Mayan civilisation had completely after the invasion of the Spanish. Today, around 6 million Maya decedents living many cultural traditions exist in the countries of Guatemala, Mexico, Belize, and parts of El Salvador and Honduras.
Priests ruled Maya civilisation. There were no monarchs. 

	
	Key Questions
	Future Learning

	Changing Britain: 
A family tree shows how your family has changed over generations.   

Our current monarch is King Charles III.  

Queen Elizabeth II was the previous monarch. She was the longest reigning monarch in British History.    

Travel and Exploration:
On 12th October 1492 Christopher Columbus discovered lands which were new to Europeans - The Americas. 


Ancient Egypt
Ancient Egyptians believed in many Gods.

The River Nile is the longest river in Africa and used for trade. 
 
The ancient Egyptians based their farming around the annual flooding of the River Nile. 
 
They invented a solar calendar.
 
Howard Carter was a British archaeologist who discovered the tomb of pharaoh Tutankhamun in 1922.  
 
Scribes were ranked in the middle of the order of social groups in Egypt – the pharaoh was at the very top of this list, and slaves were at the very bottom. 
 
Some pharaohs built their tombs in the shape of giant pyramids including the Pyramids of Giza.
 
Ancient Egyptians created a writing system called hieroglyphs. 

History of Liverpool:
The ports were used to trade goods such as cotton, sugar, tea, cocoa from other parts of the world.  

Iron Age to Bronze Age: 
Druids were religious leaders of the Celtic religion. 

Anglo-Saxons:
Anglo-Saxon Kings made decisions alongside the Witan. 

Romans:
In 55 B.C. Julius Caesar invaded Britain with two Roman legions. The Romans fought several battles against different Celtic tribes before returning to Gaul (France). 

 In 54 B.C. Julius Caesar returned to Britain with a much larger army. He crossed the English Channel with five Roman legions. 

 In 43 AD Emperor Claudius launched a third and final invasion of Britain.  

Ancient Greece
The Olympic games were a religious event to honour the God Zeus. 

The Greeks believed in many Gods. They believed that the 12 most important Gods lived on the top of a mountain called Mount Olympus. 

The most famous Greek temple is the Parthenon, which was built for Athena (the warrior Goddess), protector of the city. 
	What are the similarities and differences between the Mayan civilisation and our lives today? 

What was the importance of maize for the Maya? 

What do Frederick’s drawings tell us about Mayan civilisation? What might they show?

Which was more significant to the Mayans – maize or cocoa?

How does this period of History fit into our timeline? 

What legacy did the Mayans leave? 

What impact did social hierarchy have on the everyday life of Mayans? 

How did this civilisation compare to Ancient Egypt? 

What does religion tell us about Maya society? 

	In KS3 pupils will learn about:

-The development of religion, church, state and society throughout British History




	Teaching Ideas

	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5

	
	
	
	
	

	BIG Question: Assessment Opportunity and enhancements, link to values and pupil premium barriers
	What legacy did the Maya people leave behind?
How did the Mayan civilisation compare to other ancient civilisations?
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