[image: ]        The Heath Family Trust –Curriculum Medium Term Overview 

	History  MTO  Anglo- Saxons Year 5

	National Curriculum 
	Pupils should be taught about Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons.


	Sticky Knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge
	Concepts

	The last Roman troops left Britain in 410AD, to help defend Rome.

The Anglo-Saxons were the descendants of three different Germanic peoples—the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes.

Angles landed in Northumbria and Mercia. The Saxons landed in East Anglia. The Jutes arrived in Wessex.

There were 4 main Kingdoms that would eventually become England – Wessex, Mercia, East Anglia and Northumbria.

Alfred the Great was the leader of the Anglo-Saxon army in the defeat against the Vikings during the Battle of Edington in 878. This is where he introduced the Danelaw.

King Athelstan was the first king of all England, and Alfred the Great's grandson. He reigned between 925 and 939 AD.

Anglo-Saxon Kings made decisions alongside the Witan.

Saxon houses were built of wood, with a thatched (straw) roof. The walls could be planked wood or wattle and daub. There was just one big room with a fire, where all the family carried out their daily tasks, ate dinner and slept.

Sutton-Hoo is a site where an Anglo-Saxon burial ground was discovered containing many of the most significant items of evidence for this era. 


	Chronological Understanding
I can place multiple historical events on a timeline, stating most dates accurately and giving details about key events.

I can represent periods of history using accurate scaling, including overlapping periods of history where relevant.

Interpretation of historical concepts
I can explain the achievements and follies of societies.
I can describe and compare the nature of societies.

Historical Enquiry
I can draw meaning from historical artefacts and explain their historic significance in detail

I can identify primary and secondary sources and discuss their significance and validity.


	Empire – Bronze age Iron Age Y3, Roman Britain.
In this topic:
The end of the Roman rule in Britain and the collapse of the Empire. 
The dream and vision of Alfred the Great to have one Kingdom called England.


Civilisation - Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt, Romans 
In this topic:
Children will discuss the decline in civilisation in Britain compared to Roman rule.

Chronology –Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt, Local History, Roman Britain
In this topic:
Children will build their knowledge of the timeline of British history. They will compare timeline with other periods of world history. 

Legacy –Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt and the history of Liverpool, Roman history 
In this topic – Legacy of the Witan (early parliament), legacy of England as a nation (forming of one kingdom).


	Trust ten Vocabulary and Definition

	kingdom – one state that has one monarch or ruler
descendants – one who comes from a given ancestor or ancestors
Settlement – a place where people have recently settled
Witan - The Witan ( lit. 'wise men') was the king's council in Anglo-Saxon England from before the seventh century until the 11th century
heir – a person who receives or has the right to receive another person’s property or title after that person’s death
invasion – an act  or instance of invading by an enemy or hostile army
Danelaw - an 11th-century name for an area of Northern and Eastern England that was under the control of the Danish Viking empire (or Danes, or Norsemen) from the late 9th century until the early 11th century
Germanic – people from certain parts of Europe
reign – the period of time for the rule of a King or Queen
archaeology – the study of past human life


	Trust Value links
	Collaboration – kingdoms uniting to fight the Vikings
Aspiration – Alfred aspired to unite the Kingdoms
Resilience – what would it have been like to emigrate? How difficult and what challenges

	Knowledge links
	Bronze Age to Iron Age  - settlements and homes
Britain Y3 History
Romans Y5 History
Geography – Europe
Geography – where am I in the World? UK geography

	Linked Texts
	Beowulf (Usborne)-
Rob Lloyd Jones & Victor Tavares
The Buried Crown – Allie Sherrick
How To Be an Anglo-Saxon in 13 Easy Steps - Scoular Anderson
Anglo-Saxon Boy - Tony Bradman
The King Who Threw Away His Throne - Terry Deary 
Freedom for Bron: The Boy Who Saved a Kingdom - N. S. Blackman
Men, Women and Children in Anglo-Saxon Times - Jane Bingham
Alfred the Great and the Anglo Saxons - David Gill
You Wouldn't Want to be an Anglo-Saxon Peasant! - Jacqueline Morley & David Antram




	






	Misconceptions

	Children may think:
Children might think:
There are lots of sources of evidence for this time period.
All of England was united under one monarch.
Children may assume the Anglo-saxons were more advanced than Romans.
Children may think Anglo-Saxons continued to live in Roman settlements.
Arrival of tribes always involved invasion and violence.
These explorers achieved these feats on their own. 
We have always known about the World map (including continents).
Children may think that the North Pole and Antarctica are the same place.

	Pre-requisite Knowledge
	Key Questions
	Future Learning

	Children have learnt about the chronology of British history throughout their time at school.

Children have learnt about Bronze Age to Iron Age Britain.

Children have learnt about the Romans in previous term.

Romans in Britain:
In 55 B.C. Julius Caesar invaded Britain with two Roman legions. The Romans fought several battles against different Celtic tribes before returning to Gaul (France).

In 54 B.C. Julius Caesar returned to Britain with a much larger army. He crossed the English Channel with five Roman legions.

In 43 AD Emperor Claudius launched a third and final invasion of Britain.

The Romans built walled cities, paved streets, architecture, aqueducts, amphitheatres, theatres and school.

Stone Age Britain:
During the Neolithic period, people used timber, wattle and daub and stone to create homes.

Iron Age to Bronze Age:
Druids were religious leaders of the Celtic religion.
	Where does the Anglo-Saxon period fit into British and World History?
Who were the Anglo-Saxons?
Where did the Anglo-Saxons come from?
What was life like in an Anglo-Saxon village?
What was life like for rich people in Anglo-Saxon times? How were they rich? 
Who was King Alfred the Great?
Was life better or worse in Britain after the Anglo-Saxon invasion?
Which Saxon King achieved the most? 

	In the next term, children will learn about the Viking invasion of Britain and continue with their developing knowledge of the narrative of British history. 

In Year 6 children will learn about Ancient Greece and the early development on democracy. This will be compared to the Witan. 





	Teaching Ideas

	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5

	Sticky knowledge: 
The last Roman troops left Britain in 410AD, to help defend Rome.
Chronology Lesson 
Define the key vocab: civilisation
conqueror
invasion
Look at chronology  timeline PPT (see resources).Recap on Roman Britain: their settlements, system of government and their culture. Discuss how the Romans left to defend their other territories. Refer to Emperor Honorius’s letter which told the Roman citizens of Britain to ‘look to their own defences’ as he was too busy elsewhere to help them defend themselves against attack. 
Depending on your task for today, you may also look at main Anglo-Saxon events which can be placed on timeline.
NB.It may be worth teachers reading the following background info.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/late_01.shtml
Task: Children create a KWL grid about the Anglo Saxons.
OR order timeline cards for Anglo-Saxon period.
OR create a chronology timeline of different periods in British/World history.
Civilisation
Conqueror
Invasion


	Sticky knowledge:
The Anglo-Saxons were the descendants of three different Germanic peoples—the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes.
Angles landed in Northumbria and Mercia. The Saxons landed in East Anglia. The Jutes arrived in Wessex.
Who were the Anglo-Saxons?
Discuss where Anglo-Saxons came from and where they landed in Britain. Show the 7 Anglo-Saxon kingdoms that Britain was divided into. 
Useful link:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zpnrk7h#:~:text=Anglo%2DSaxons%20in%20Britain%20went,in%20Britain%20from%20about%20410AD.
Below is link to Horrible Histories Anglo-Saxon report:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-s5MkSv5_P4
What was Danelaw? Define and relate to the settlements we have discussed.
Task:
Civilisation
Conqueror
Invasion




	Sticky knowledge: Saxon houses were built of wood, with a thatched (straw) roof. The walls could be planked wood or wattle and daub. There was just one big room with a fire, where all the family carried out their daily tasks, ate dinner and slept.
What is a village?
What are superstitions?
What was life like in an Anglo-Saxon village?
Look at how life was in a typical village. How did superstitions influence village life?
One possible idea would be to stage a classroom archaeological dig with pics of items as per link below. 
http://www.thinkinghistory.co.uk/ActivityBase/ClassroomArchaeology.html
Website is fab and has lots of great ideas!
Task: Children draw and label OR Crete a 3D village model OR write a report about a typical Anglo-Saxon village. 
Collaboration: how did Anglo Saxon villagers collaborate to be able to live together in peace?
Village
Superstitions










	Sticky knowledge
What was Anglo-Saxon life like for the rich?
What is a monastery? What role did monasteries play in Anglo Saxon life?
Use lesson 34 from the History Toolkit book (see resources) - the Sutton Hoo discovery.
Task: Children create  labels for finds from Sutton Hoo and explain what they tell us about the life of rich Anglo Saxons. – see lesson plan.

Monastery
Superstitions







	Sticky knowledge: Alfred the Great was the leader of the Anglo-Saxon army in the defeat against the Vikings during the Battle of Edington in 878. This is where he introduced the Danelaw.
King Athelstan was the first king of all England, and Alfred the Great's grandson. He reigned between 925 and 939 AD.
What is conquest? How does it relate to this lesson?
Who was King Alfred and does he really deserve to be called Great?
What is an heir? Who was Alfred’s heir?
What is a biography?
Use the History Toolkit book lesson number 36 (see resources)
At some point, make reference to the fact that Athelstan- Alfred’s grandson became the first king of unified England.
Task: Children make a poster or booklet showing how King Alfred has been commemorated in history – see lesson plan.
(If you want to, show the excerpt from Asser’s biography about Alfred (see resources). Asser was a Welsh monk who formed part of Alfred’s court. This gives a lot of detail about his character although whether it is impartial could be a discussion point.
NB.The following Horrible Histories episode helps to show Alfred’s accomplishments.
What was Danelaw? Define and relate to the settlements we have discussed.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05x91bt/horrible-histories-series-6-2-awesome-alfred-the-great-special
If teacher’s have time, this background article is also really helpful: http://www.historytoday.com/archive/alfred-great-most-perfect-man-history)

Danelaw
Heir
Conquest

	BIG Question: Assessment Opportunity and enhancements, link to values and pupil premium barriers
	Did settlement by the Anglo-Saxons make Britain a better/worse place to live?
Does King Alfred really deserve to be known as ‘the Great’?
Narrow life experience:  how did Anglo Saxons become rich? Is this the same as what happens today? How can we become rich today (inherit, win it, work for it). Are there advantages to being rich?
Collaboration: how does Anglo Saxon village life relate to our lives? What about our school community? Do we abide by laws? What about rules? Who are the people that keep everyone safe? Do superstitions still matter or play a part in our daily lives?
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