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	History  MTO  Vikings Year 5


	National Curriculum 
	Pupils should be taught about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor. 

	Sticky Knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge
	Concepts

	The Vikings came from Scandinavia – made up of modern day Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland. 

 
The Vikings came to Britain for a number of reasons: fame, wealth, farming and plunder.
 

793AD – One of the first known Viking raids in Britain at Lindisfarne monastery.
 

Jorvik – modern day York. Captured by the Vikings in 866AD. 



 The Vikings followed a Pagan religion. Many Vikings converted to Christianity. 

 

The Vikings believed in many different Gods. The father of the Gods was Odin. Thor was the God of war. 

 

The Vikings believed that they would get to Valhalla if they died bravely in battle. 

 

In 1066, William the Conqueror (Duke of Normandy) won the Battle of Hastings. This marked the start of the Norman period of British History.
	Chronological Understanding
I can place multiple historical events on a timeline, stating most dates accurately and giving details about key events.

I can represent periods of history using accurate scaling, including overlapping periods of history where relevant.

Interpretation of historical concepts
I can explain the achievements and follies of societies.
I can describe and compare the nature of societies.


Historical Enquiry
I can draw meaning from historical artefacts and explain their historic significance in detail

I can identify primary and secondary sources and discuss their significance and validity.

	

Chronology –Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt, Local History, Roman Britain
In this topic:
Children will build their knowledge of the timeline of British history. They will compare timeline with other periods of world history. 

Legacy –Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt and the history of Liverpool, Roman history 
In this topic – Legacy of the Viking rule in York – what can be seen today? Viking longboats – technology of boats was way ahead of it’s time and left a legacy that can be seen today.
Viking descendants across the globe.

Conquest and invasion – Anglo-Saxons, Benin, History of Liverpool, Local area history, Romans.
In this topic – Invasion of Vikings for a number of different reasons: fame, wealth, plunder. Norman conquest. 

Religion and Church – Ancient Egypt, Bronze Age to Iron Age, Anglo-Saxons.
In this topic – The contrast between Viking religion (Paganism) and Christianity. However both were driven by their religious beliefs. The desire of the Anglo-Saxons to convert the Vikings to Christianity. 

Monarchy, aristocracy and nobility – Anglo-Saxons, Ancient Egypt, Benin, History of Liverpool, Victorian history – Changes in Britain, My Family
In this topic – 
Monarchy – The battle for the Throne of England in 1066. Who was the rightful heir? 
Aristocracy and Nobility – Harold Godwinson was high up in British society and felt he was the rightful heir. 


	Trust ten Vocabulary and Definition

	plunder - to steal from by force
raid - a sudden, surprise attack
hoard - a collection or supply of something that is hidden or stored in order to have it available in the future
berserker - an ancient Norse warrior who fought with wild ferocity
polytheism - the belief in more than one god
emigration - the act of leaving your own country to settle in another permanently 
nation - a people living in the same region of the world and having a common history, language, and culture
converted – to change your beliefs or idea
monastery - a community of religious monks, or the building used by a group of monks
Duke  - a nobleman with the highest rank below a prince

	Trust Value links
	Collaboration – kingdoms uniting to fight the Vikings
Aspiration – The aspirations of the 3 people fighting for the throne. The aspirations of the Vikings to make a better life for themselves. Innovation of their long boats. 
Resilience – what would it have been like to emigrate? How difficult and what challenges.
Integrity – were the Vikings right to invade? Why did they target monasteries and churches? 
Respect – the respect towards the Christian church that the Saxons had; lack of respect towards Christianity from Vikings

	Knowledge links
	Anglo-Saxon History
Geography – Europe
Geography – where am I in the World? UK geography
Geography – Why different weather (climate)
Geography – Trade across the globe – link to the importance of the position of York in the centre of England. 
DT – textiles – York lesson – trading materials
DT – Shell Structures – Viking longboats



	Linked Texts
	Beowulf – Michael Murpurgo 
The Saga of Erik the Viking - Terry Jones & Michael Foreman 
Viking Boy - Tony Bradman 
The Vikings: Raiders, Traders and Adventurers! - Marcia Williams  
Riddle of the Runes - Janina Ramirez & David Wyatt  
Vikings in 30 Seconds - Philip Steele & Melvyn Ev 
Odd and the Frost Giants - Neil Gaiman  
Viking Longship - Mick Manning & Brita Granström 
The 1,000-year-old Boy - Ross Welford 
The Dragon's Hoard: Stories from the Viking Sagas - Lari Don & Cate James 





	






	Misconceptions

	Children may think:
Children might think:
There are lots of sources of evidence for this time period.
Vikings all had axes and horned helmets
Vikings were all bad people – thieves and raiders
Vikings all believed in Paganism (In fact many converted to Christianity and lived harmoniously with Saxons)
Viking Gods are the same as marvel characters 
Vikings just stayed in Northern Europe (In fact they went to America, Russia and the far reaches of Europe)


	Pre-requisite Knowledge
	Key Questions
	Future Learning

	Children have learnt about the chronology of British history throughout their time at school.

Children have learnt about Bronze Age to Iron Age Britain.

Children have learnt about Anglo-Saxon history in the previous topic.

Anglo-Saxons:

The last Roman troops left Britain in 410AD, to help defend Rome. 

The 4 main Kingdoms that would eventually become England – Wessex, Mercia, East Anglia and Northumbria. 
 
Alfred the Great was the leader of the Anglo-Saxon army in the defeat against the Vikings during the Battle of Edington in 878. This is where he introduced the Danelaw. 
 
King Athelstan was the first king of all England, and Alfred the Great's grandson. He reigned between 925 and 939 AD.


Romans in Britain:

In 43 AD Emperor Claudius launched a third and final invasion of Britain.

Iron Age to Bronze Age:
Druids were religious leaders of the Celtic religion.

Ancient Egypt:
Ancient Egyptians believed in many Gods.  
	
Who were the Vikings?
Why did the Vikings come to Britain?
What was the difference between the Vikings and the Anglo-Saxons in Denmark?
What were the differences and similarities between the Vikings and the Saxons?
What role did religion play in causing the divisions and struggles?
What happened at the end of the Viking era in Britain?
What caused the Battle of Hastings?
Who was the rightful heir to the throne in 1066AD?



	
In Year 6, children learn about conquest and invasion in WW2. 

Children learn about conquest and invasion in Mayan history.

Children learn about religion in the Mayan topic and compare with Viking religion. 

Children will learn about the development of democracy in Ancient Greece. 





	Teaching Ideas

	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5

	Sticky Knowledge:  

793AD – One of the first known Viking raids in Britain at Lindisfarne monastery. 

 

Key vocab: raid, hoard, monastery. 

When and how did the Vikings arrive in Britain? 

 

Look at a timeline of British history and note that the Viking ‘period’ runs concurrently with the Anglo-Saxon period. 

 

Look at Britain in 793, Romans had left in 407 and many of their achievements had been left to fall into disrepair. Britain was a heptarchy (7 separate kingdoms- 4 of which, Northumbria, Wessex, Mercia and East-Anglia would eventually form England)-  and there was no main ruler to take the lead. The Celts (or Britons) fought with the Anglo-Saxons over land. This time was known as the Dark Ages for good reason.  

Now look at the Viking raid on Lindisfarne in 793.  

See video up to approx 1min 50 for context. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8-yLvosM1g 

 

 

A holy site, mutually considered safe from attack by all 7 kingdoms, plundered by invaders and the monks killed. This caused major shockwaves. Read the extract from the Anglo-Saxon chronicle at the time. What does this tell us about their opinion of the Viking invaders? 

 

 

Task: Write a newspaper article/create a news report video on the attack on the Holy Island of Lindisfarne from the point of view of the Anglo-Saxons. 


	Sticky Knowledge:  

Scandinavia – modern day Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland. 

The Vikings came to Britain for a number of reasons: fame, wealth, farming and plunder. 

The Vikings believed that they would get to Valhalla if they died bravely in battle. 

Berserkers were Viking warriors who did not fear death. 

Key vocab: plunder 

 

Who were the Vikings?  

 

Start by looking at this mystery item. What is is? What does it tell us about the Vikings? 

 

https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/lewis-chess-piece-berserker-or-warder-hns-29-00f08ef1188e42df89b5b5c014351614 

 

It is actually a chess piece which was found on the Scottish island of Lewis and dates back to the 12th Century. It shows a Viking ‘berserker’ - terrifying soldiers that did not fear death. They fought either naked or in furs and roared like wild animals in battle, even biting their own shields in rage! 

 

 

Now, look at where the Vikings came from (Scandinavia – Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland) 

 

Why did they invade other countries? Fame, wealth, farming and plunder. 

 

They believed that they would go to Valhalla if they died bravely in battle. 

 

Does all of this information  begin to cast light on why the Vikings acted as they did when invading? 

 

Task: Create a poster/information text about Vikings: where they came from, why they came, what they believed in and their attitude to success in battle.
	Sticky Knowledge: 
Jorvik – modern day York.  
Captured by the Vikings in 866AD. The Vikings followed a Pagan religion. Many Vikings converted to Christianity. 
 
The Vikings believed in many different Gods. The father of the Gods was Odin. Thor was the God of war. 
 
Key vocab: 
 
What was the Viking belief system? 
 
Explain that York was a major settlement for the Vikings and there have been lots of excavations there which have shed lots of light on how Vikings lived. – the Artefact Gallery on the Jorvik Viking Museum website is a brilliant source of images- there’s even a real Viking sock!  
 
https://www.jorvikvikingcentre.co.uk/about/jorvik-artefact-gallery/ 
 
Watch the video from the Jorvik Viking Centre storyteller about the Viking god Thor and his duel with the giant Hrungnir. 
 
https://www.jorvikvikingcentre.co.uk/discover-from-home/ 
 
 
Consider the Viking belief system – they followed a pagan religion and were polytheistic (believed in many gods).Ensure that the children understand that this was part of Viking culture and was not fact! These were legends – not fact! 
 
Explain that many Vikings converted to Christianity when they settled in England. This was a consequence of their integration into society. 
 
Task:   Children to research chosen Viking gods and goddesses and create a presentation/video about them.  

 
 
 
	Sticky Knowledge:  
878AD – The Battle of Edington. Alfred defeated King Guthrum. Danelaw introduced. 
The Kingdoms that would eventually become England – Wessex, Mercia, East Anglia and Northumbria. 
 
Key vocab:  
What was Danelaw and how was it created? 
 
Look at map of Britain with 7 kingdoms as it was before Viking invasions. Then look at map showing remaining kingdoms and Danelaw. How has England changed? What may have happened? 
 
Tell children about the Danegeld where King Alfred of Wessex basically paid the Vikings to stay out of his kingdom - this lasted for 5 years. Then the Vikings invaded Wessex again (see extract from The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle) and Alfred and his men defeated them at the Battle of Edington in 878 AD. The Vikings agreed to stay out of Wessex and that their leader Guthrum would convert to Christianity. The two leaders signed the Treaty of Wedmore to Willmake this official. Danelaw formed the area where the Vikings were allowed to settle and rule.  
 
 
Task: Create a timeline or even a comic strip to show how the Vikings gained control of the northeast of England. 
 
 
 
 
 
	Sticky Knowledge: 
In 1066, Edward the Confessor (king of England) died without an heir. 3 people fought many battles to claim the throne – Harold Godwinson (English Lord), Harold Hardrada (a Viking ruler) and William the Conqueror (Duke of Normandy). 
 
1066 – The Battle of Hastings 
 
Key vocab: 
 
What happened in 1066? 
 
Show a picture of part of the Bayeux Tapestry and see if the children know what it is or can they work it out?  Explain that it shows the history of the end of the period of Viking/Anglo-Saxon rule in England.  
Tell story of King Cnut who died in 1035 and the seven year war that followed due to feuds over who should be king. The Witan (general council) decided that Edward (son of Ethelred the Unready) should be king. He was a very pious man who earned the nickname ‘The Confessor’ and built Westminster Abbey which still stands today. When he died in 1066 there was a struggle for power between Harold Hardrada, William of Normandy and Harold Godwinson. Children can look at the ensuing troubles which culminated in The Battle of Hastings and the resulting Norman Conquest. 
 
Task: Children to write a letter to the Witan as one of the pretenders to the throne to persuade them why they should be chosen to be king. Alternatively children could create and maybe annotate a  piece of art based on Bayeux Tapestry which depicts events. 

	BIG Question: Assessment Opportunity and enhancements, link to values and pupil premium barriers
	Does describing the Vikings as vicious raiders portrait them accurately?
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