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	History  MTO           A History of Liverpool  - Benin - Year 4

	National Curriculum 
	A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300

	Sticky Knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge
	Concepts

	Benin City in the west of Nigeria is the location of the ancient Kingdom of Benin.

Benin Empire – 900AD – 1897AD

900AD - Benin Kingdom was first established when small villages joined together.

An enormous earthen moat was built around the Kingdom boundaries.

1180AD The Obas (meaning ruler) begin their rule. 

The Benin people believed the Obas were descended from Gods. They were warrior Kings who expanded the empire.

Benin was a wealthy Kingdom under the rule of the Oba Kings. 

They lived in lavish palaces decorated with shining bronze statues and art work. These are now know as the Benin Bronzes.

The Obas used bronze and architecture to display their power.

The Obas set up trading links with Portuguese and other European visitors.

Benin artwork was an important part of Benin trade. 

Benin Kingdom entered a period of decline due to a series of civil wars and the abolition of the slave trade with Europe in the 19th century

1897 Benin City is destroyed by British troops and Benin comes under the control of the British Empire.


	
Chronological Understanding 
I can create a timeline containing multiple periods of history, giving most dates accurately. 
I can represent periods of history using accurate scaling. 
 
Interpretation of historical concepts 
I understand the connection between short- and long-term time scales 
I understand the connection between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history 
 
Historical Enquiry 
I can identify primary and secondary sources and use them to infer meaning about the past 
I can draw meaning about what life was like in the past from a range of sources and artefacts 
I can frame historically valid questions about a range of artefacts and sources 
 
	Chronology:
All KS1 units, Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt, Local History topic, A history of Liverpool
In this topic:
Children will learn about chronology of the Benin Empire from the early period (900AD – 1300AD), the Golden Age (1300AD – 1700AD), the period of decline (1700AD – 1897AD) 

Legacy:
All KS1 units, Stone age, Bronze and Iron Age Britain, Ancient Egypt, A history of Liverpool
In this topic:
The legacy of the artwork and architecture of the Benin Empire. The Benin Bronzes (located in museums around the world). Legacy left from the slave trade.
Oba means ruler. In Nigeria (modern day Benin) there is still an Oba today.


Trade: 
Ancient Egypt Year 3 topic, A history of Liverpool
In this topic:
The impact trade had on the success and expansion of the Benin empire. Trade of art with European countries. 
Slave trade – Benin people selling their own people as slaves


Conquest and Invasion:
Year 3 Bronze Age to Iron Age, A history of Liverpool (the Blitz)
In this topic:
The conquest and expansion of the Empire under the rule of the warrior kings (the Obas)



Empire:
Year 3 Bronze Age to Iron Age Britain
In this topic:
The growth and decline of the Benin Empire. What caused the Empire to grow? What caused it to decline?


Monarchy: 
People in my family (Y1). Holidays from the Past (Y1). Victoria History (Y2)
In this topic: 
The significance of the Kings and the role they played in the growth of the Kingdom. Oba means ruler. In Nigeria (modern day Benin) there is still an Oba today. 



Religion:
Bronze Age to Iron Age
In this topic:
The Obas were thought to be Gods which meant they had great power of the people. Compare this to Bronze Age druids who also had great power due to them being able to communicate with the Gods.

	Trust ten Vocabulary and Definition

	kingdom – one state that has one monarch or ruler
empire – a group of nations or states under the control of one emperor or King
civilisation – a large group of people who share certain advanced ways of living
power – the ability to direct or influence the behaviour of others or the course of events
moat - a deep, wide ditch surrounding a castle, fort, or town, typically filled with water and intended as a defence against attack
descended – to originate or come from ancestors
expanded – to increase in size, power and wealth 
decline – to decrease in size, power or wealth
architecture – the style in which a building is designed or constructed 
slave trade – the transporting and selling of humans as slaves



	Trust Value links
	Integrity – slavery and growing the Empire through selling people into slavery. 
Collaboration – trade networks. Working together with European countries to establish trade networks. 
Aspiration – The Golden Age under the rule of the Obas. Growth of the Empire.

	Knowledge links
	Geography – Year 4 – Rainforests – many villages in Benin located in rainforests 
Geography – Year 2 - Kenya
Geography – Where am I in the World? Africa
Art – Year 3 – Gaudi – buildings and architecture
Art – Year 4 – Clay sculptures 


	Linked Texts
	Children of the Benin Kingdom by Author: Dinah Orji
Idia of the Benin By John Adoga




	





	Misconceptions

	The children may think that:
Africa is one country
The Benin Empire was small because it was made up of African nations and didn’t expand into Europe
There was not much wealth in the Benin Empire because it was an African Empire
Only white people sold slaves
Children may think that the Benin Empire was of the same era as Ancient Egypt. They may struggle to comprehend the difference in time scale.



	Pre-requisite Knowledge
	Key Questions
	Future Learning

	Changes in Britain – Victorian History (Y2):

The Victorian Era is named after Queen Victoria. 

The Victorian era dates from 1837 – 1901 

Queen Victoria was the first monarch to live at Buckingham Palace.

Bronze Age to Iron Age Britain Y3:

Bronze was used as a new metal to make tools and weapons

The Iron age of the British Isles covers the period from 800BC to the Roman invasion in 43AD 

Druids were religious leaders of the Celtic religion. 

The Druids were the legal authority throughout communities throughout Bronze/Iron Age Britain.

Ancient Egypt Y3:

Egypt is in Africa. 

The River Nile is the longest river in Africa and used for trade.


A History of Liverpool Y4:

The ports were used to import goods such as cotton, sugar, tea, cocoa from other parts of the world.  

The city of Liverpool became very wealthy from the trade the ports provided. 

Between 1700 and 1807, ships from Liverpool carried about 1.5 million Africans across the Atlantic. 

By 1792 Liverpool was firmly established as the leading slave port.


	What caused the Benin Kingdom to grow?

What is the difference between a Kingdom and an Empire?

How did the Obas rule? How were they similar/different to Egyptian pharaohs? 

What caused the decline in the Benin Empire?

Why was trade important to the Benin Empire?

What legacy of the Benin Empire can still be seen today?

How did the rise and fall of the salve trade affect the Benin Empire?


	
In UKS2 children will learn about Roman invasion of Britain and the Roman Empire 

In UKS2, children will learn about the Maya civilisation and compare this to Benin Empire of the same time period.

In UKS2, children will learn about Ancient Greece. Children will be able to compare Ancient Greece architecture and art with Benin.




	Teaching Ideas

	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5

	
	
	
	
	

	BIG Question: Assessment Opportunity and enhancements, link to values and pupil premium barriers
	What made the Benin Empire successful?
What is the legacy of the Benin Empire?










	Lesson 1  A History of Liverpool

	

	Activate

	

	Aims

	

	Vocabulary and Knowledge

	



	Explicit Strategy Instruction

	

	Independent practice

	


	Reflection

	

	Lesson 2 A History of Liverpool

	

	Activate

	

	Aims

	

	Vocabulary and Knowledge

	



	Explicit Strategy Instruction

	

	Independent practice

	


	Reflection

	

	Lesson 3    A History of Liverpool

	

	Activate

	

	Aims

	

	Vocabulary and Knowledge

	



	Explicit Strategy Instruction

	

	Independent practice

	


	Reflection

	

	Lesson 4 

	

	Activate

	

	Aims

	

	Vocabulary and Knowledge

	



	Explicit Strategy Instruction

	

	Independent practice

	


	Reflection

	

	Lesson 5 

	

	Activate

	

	Aims

	

	Vocabulary and Knowledge

	



	Explicit Strategy Instruction

	

	Independent practice

	


	Reflection
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