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	Geography MTO         Rainforests: Year 4

	National Curriculum 
	Pupils should be taught about:
Understand the terms Northern/Southern Hemispheres in relation to rainforests. 
Identify the position of Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,
Identify, describe and compare a region in South America (rainforests) to our local region.

	Sticky Knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge
	Concepts (previous concepts from KS2 only)

	Tropical rainforests are located in a band around the equator. 
The largest tropical rainforests are found in Brazil (Amazon), Central Africa (Congo) and Indonesia, Peru.
The layers in a tropical rainforest are: emergent layer, canopy, forest floor and the understory. 
There are only two seasons in a tropical rainforest, the wet season and the dry season.
Temperate rainforests, like those on the west coast of North America, have one long wet winter/spring season, and a dry foggy summer.

Deforestation is the process of cutting down and removing forests so that the land and raw materials can be used for different purposes.
	Locational Knowledge
I can locate a rainforest near the equator on a world map.

Human and Physical feature
I can explain and describe each layer of the rainforest. 
I can describe the impact of deforestation. 

Skills and Fieldwork
I can use maps of the rainforest to infer understanding about the location
	Locational knowledge
Year 3 – Where am I in Europe, Naples, Urban and rural
Year 4 – Global caretakers
In this topic:
Rainforests – land use: Deforestation. Development of land for agriculture and other use by humans.
Physical process
Year 3 – Naples
Year 4 – Global caretakers
In this topic:
Knowledge of the seasons within temperate and tropical rainforests.
Human processes 
Year 3 – Where am I in Europe
Year 4 – Global caretakers
In this topic:
Deforestation
Climate change
Natural environments
Year 4 – Global caretakers
In this topic:
Tropical rainforests, temperate rainforests, layers of the rainforest, deforestation.
Diverse places
Year 3 – Where am I in Europe, Naples
In this topic:
Rainforests – compare and contrast types of rainforests from around the globe. Look at difference in seasons, weather and climates.  
Global citizenship
Year 4 – Global caretakers
In this topic:
Understand the importance of rainforests to the health of the planet and the fight against the climate crisis.

	Trust Vocabulary and Definition

	Southern Hemisphere – South of the equator 
Northern Hemisphere – North of the equator
temperate - having a moderate climate which especially lacks extremes in temperature
tropical – places near the equator.
emergent – the tallest layer of the rainforest.
canopy – overlapping leaves and branches of the trees.
forest floor – the bottom level of the rainforest.
understorey – a lower tier of shrubs and small trees.
deforestation - the process of cutting down and removing forests so that the land and raw materials can be used for different purposes.

	Trust Values 
	Respect – Related to climate change and how we can 
Aspiration – Children aspire to make a difference in the world.

	Linked Texts
	Rainforest – Helen Cowcher
Journey Into The Rainforest – Jeannie Baker
	13 Storey Treehouse – Andy Griffiths
The Vanishing Rainforest – Richard Platt



	Misconceptions

	Children may think:
That the tropics sit exactly in the middle of the hemispheres
The sun shines the same all around the earth. 

	Pre-requisite Knowledge
	Key Questions
	Future Learning

	EYFS
Year 1 - 
Children have a good understanding of their local area as a basis to make comparisons. 
Year 2 - 
Children have learnt 7 continents and 5 oceans. 
Children have learnt about the equator and northern and southern hemispheres.
Year 4 - 
Children will have learnt about the tropics. 
	Why are rainforests important?
What is deforestation?
What are the similarities between temperate and tropical rainforests?
	In the next unit:
Children will explore extreme earth focusing on volcanoes.

In Upper Key Stage 2:
Children will look in more detail at North and South America. 
Children will learn about climates and biomes. 
Children look at trade across the globe. 


	Lesson 1

	 

	Activate

	 

	Aims

	 

	Vocabulary and Knowledge

	 
 
 

	Explicit Strategy Instruction

	 

	Independent practice

	 
 

	Reflection

	




	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5

	Assessment Opportunity

	Tropical rainforests are situated in a band around the equator. The equator is an invisible line that circumnavigates middle of the earth.
The part of the earth above the equator is called the northern hemisphere. The part below is called the southern hemisphere.
The largest TROPICAL rainforests are found in Brazil (Amazon), Central Africa (Congo), Indonesia, Peru.
There are only two seasons in a tropical rainforest, the wet season and the dry season.
Name the countries above where TROPICAL rainforests are found and label on a map. Name some of the countries that the Congo rainforest covers.
Map skills of varying scales. Look at different maps that show countries, rainforests and rivers (Amazon and Congo)
Describe what the weather is like in a tropical climate and highlight the two seasons of a tropical rainforest.
Southern Hemisphere, Northern Hemisphere,  tropical, climate

	Tropical rainforests are situated in a band around the equator. The equator is an invisible line that circumnavigates middle of the earth.
The part of the earth above the equator is called the northern hemisphere. The part below is called the southern hemisphere.
The layers in a tropical rainforest are: emergent layer, canopy, understory and the forest floor 
Name the layers of tropical rainforests and their climates
Look at the animals which would typically inhabit each layer 
Emphasise importance in all the layers and their part in the health of the forests 
Create a flap book for the different layers. 
emergent, canopy, forest floor, understorey

 

	Temperate rainforests, like those on the west coast of North America, have one long wet winter/spring season, and a dry foggy summer.

Know there are two types of rainforest – tropical and temperate

What are temperate rainforests and where can they be found? 
Look at what a temperate rainforest is like in terms of seasonality, weather, position on the globe, etc.
Southern Hemisphere, Northern Hemisphere, temperate, tropical,
	Tropical rainforests are situated in a band around the equator. The equator is an invisible line that circumnavigates middle of the earth.
Temperate rainforests, like those on the west coast of North America, have one long wet winter/spring season, and a dry foggy summer.

Know there are two types of rainforest – tropical and temperate. 

Recap on prior learning from previous two lessons.

Research opportunity – ICT – find more information on the different types of rainforests. Pupils could look at differences in habitat, weather, seasons, flora and fauna in each one.
Pupils to compare the two types of rainforests – What is the same? What’s different? 
Writing opportunity for a comparative text

Southern Hemisphere, Northern Hemisphere, temperate, tropical, climate

	Respect
Deforestation is the process of cutting down and removing forests so that the land and raw materials can be used for different purposes.

What are the benefits of rainforests to the planet and humans?
What is deforestation? Why does it happen? What are the consequences on animals and plants? The wider world? How does this link to our trust value of respect? 
By the end of the lesson, pupils to understand the importance of rainforests to the health of the planet and the fight against the climate crisis.
Look at recent COP26 pledges from countries to stop and reverse deforestation. 
Look at reasons why deforestation occurs, both the benefits and the drawbacks. 
Discuss with class- What can we do to help reduce deforestation? 
Pupils to write a balanced argument based on the concept of deforestation.
Hold a class debate, looking at both sides of the deforestation topic.
Amazon Deforestation - BBC News - Bing video
emergent, canopy, forest floor, understorey

	

Create a fact-file on rainforests to include their layers, the different types and where they can be found.
Confidence: debate for and against deforestation; take different roles – business man, environmentalist etc. Articulate ideas and persuade others.




image1.png
A
W

The Heath Family (NW)

A Multi-Academy Trust
Together in the Business of Learning




