Dear Parent/ Carer

It is lovely to see you all after what seems like a very long summer. I hope you have all had a lovely break. The staff at Bridgewater Park are excited to be back and are looking forward to another busy year with lots of exciting things planned for our Bridgewater family. We look forward to the journey that this year will bring and continuing to make Bridgewater Park an excellent place to learn. 

You may have heard or read about the attendance of pupils in schools being significantly lower nationally since the pandemic - and our own school data at Bridgewater Park mirrors this trend. 

We recognise the need to focus on what the barriers are for the children who don't attend school regularly and we want to learn from you and work with you this year to improve. We are committed to this because we believe that our children do better and are more settled and happier at school if their attendance is good. From the moment children come to us we start teaching the foundations and building blocks of learning - how to read, write, count and be curious about the world. School gives children the opportunity to develop friendships and relationships outside of the family unit - so important to then continue their journey to independence. 

We are going to focusing on attendance very closely this year. We want to support all parents and children by doing what we can to help. We are going to be asking you about the barriers you have if your child is not attending school regularly and we will be working on how to support you and your child. 
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Mr Owen and Miss Boyd will be taking a particular interest in the attendance of our SEND pupils and they will be focusing on the pupils that access or need mental health support and will talk to you about how we can support you to achieve a good level of attendance. 

We will also be asking children about attendance and the barriers and taking their views. 

All our staff are committed to improving the attendance of our pupils. 

If you have any ideas or views, please respond to this letter or write on the slip below.

Many thanks for your support

Mrs Ashleigh Hudson
Head of School
